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Occupational Structure of Sweden

Changes Relative to 1880 for Women
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Preview of Results

Girl who had a female school teacher were
More likely to enter non-domestic work
In particular entry into professional and clerical occupations were 24% higher relative
to the baseline.
Girls taught by female teachers were more active in the women'’s suffrage
movement (1902-1921)
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Sweden in the 19t" and Early 20" Centuries

The Feminization of the Swedish Teaching Profession

The school Act of 1842.

Women gain the right to teach in

4000

elementary schools in 1859.

Teaching required secondary education.
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Sweden in the 19t" and Early 20" Centuries

The Impact of Female Teachers: Hypotheses

The first female teacher marks the start of the local emancipation of women
In their local societies, female teachers

embodied a rejection of pre-industrial gender norms
were the most politically active (e.g., over-representation among female suffrage elite)
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Data

Demography and occupation
Full-count decennial censuses of Sweden 1880-1910:
m Individual-level data on year and place of birth, place of residence, civil status,
occupation, and family relationships in a household
Teachers
Full-count registries of elementary school teachers in 1876, 1882, and 1889 %
m Each teacher’s name, year of birth, graduation, and employment in the school district
(approx 100 000 data points)
Women'’s su [rage movement 1902-1921
Membership numbers and reports for each local chapter %
Number of signatories in the 1913-1914 petition for women’s suffrage CO %
Elections
City council elections in Sweden 1910-1919
Municipal elections of 1919 % 6/15
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